Sermon Discussion Notes

Sermon Topic:
Sermon Text:
A.

Jesus’ Prayer by Ps Lynette Sathiasingam
John 17

Verse 1-5: Jesus Prays For Himself To Glorify God
“…he (Jesus) looked toward heaven and prayed”, this outward position exhibits an inward
posture that we do not usually associate with being deep in prayer.
•

Perhaps because we tend to focus on the form of our action when God is actually looking
at the heart.
Glorify – repeated word in the text:

•
•
•

B.

Jesus seeks the Father’s glory by doing his will, through his death, resurrection and
ascension.
The cross may be a humiliation to the world, but it’s an instrument of glorification in God’s
eyes.
Are we able to glorify God even when the world looks at us and laughs at us?

Verse 6-19: Jesus Prays For The Disciples
“As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” – (vs 18)
God the Father granted Jesus Christ authority over all people. That same authority was
given to the disciples by Jesus to make the Father known. To make God known not just as a
form of head knowledge but also experiential knowledge. The disciples are to reveal Christ
to the world through their thoughts, actions, words and being.

C.

Verse 20-26: Jesus Prays For The Believers
Repeatedly we see these words: ONE, unity (vs 21-23)
Our unity:
•
•

Helps the world knows Jesus.
Points the world to the true source of love and acceptance so they won’t look for it at all
the wrong places.
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Discussion Questions: READ THE PRAYER OF JESUS AGAIN
1. What is more important in the church: Standing on the truth of God’s word, or being
unified as brothers and sisters who serve the one true God and Father of us all?

2. What happens to a Christian and God’s church when the truth of God’s word is neglected?
Is this God’s desire for his people?

3. Is it possible to be united in the truth as followers of Jesus? If not, why? If so, how?

4. In the words of Jesus, what is the goal of unity?

5. What can you do to ensure that you are grounded in the truth of God’s Word and unified
with your brothers and sisters in Christ?

Fill in the blank: The world will know my love and unity in the truth of Scripture this week by the
way that I _________________________________ .
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